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mosque or the passing by of a procession with music as if these matter very much.
Hindu-Muslim unity is not a mere catch-word or a vote-catching device. If is more
than a mere truce, A little more forbearance, on either side, may result in the happy
settlement of differences and may lead to the establishment of an Indian Raj where
Hindu and Mahomedans will enjo/ equal opportunities. It is well worth noting that so
long as there is a third party affecting to keep the balance, Swaraj will be but an
empty dream. Hindu-Muslim unity ought to be the chief item in our future pro-
gramme of our work, and the chief plank of our political platform.
For sometime past Mr. Sarda's Child Marriage Bill has been agitating the minds
of people. Now that it has been passed into law, it has not come as a surprise upon
one .to hear of protests from orthodox Hindus and Mahomedans or from Sanatanist
Conferences held here and there.
Before the Act will come into operation on the first of April 1930 the Local Boards
and Municipalities have been called upon to do propaganda in support ofthe measure.
To evade the law thousands of marriages of children of a very early ' age are being
performed from now, not knowing the unwisdom and the irrationality of such a pro-
cedure. The Kulin Brahmins of Bengal, the Nam budris of Malabar and a few Brah-
mins of South India with progressive views perform post-puberty marriages by follow-
ing the texts ofthe Smriti period. They do not consider marriages as anything sinful.
But curiously enough the Die-hards seek the assistance of the very same texts which
they interpret in a manner that will help to justify their action. According to Islamic
law, there is nothing which militates against the Sarda Act as no mention about the
fixing of marriage and consummation is made in the Quoran. Legislation on this
point is therefore not at variance with the teachings of the Prophet.
right of divorce for women
Divorce is as important a question as the abolition of polygamy, and it has recently
evoked much controversy. At a conference of women held quite lately in Madras, a
resolution was passed demanding legal separation and equal divorce law. Even
though very many women were opposed to it, yet there is no reason to believe that it
would carry with it evil consequences. They refuse to see the justice of it. We do
not plead for any sort of licence, but wish to have it as a safeguard against the
tyranny of and ruthless treatment by husbands. A great majority of cases of mal-
treatment of wives escape tbe notice ofthe public, the victims very often having the
cornmisseration and the kindness to absolve their husbands from such crimes in their
dying declarations. There must therefore be radically something wrong with our
marriage system. I do not for a moment blame such husbands but I blame the very
system which gives room for the practice of such cruelties. Hence the agitation for
a Divorce Law.
Nothing is more supremely important and of greater moment than the considera-
tion of ^he Economic Independence of women and equal inheritance laws. Under the
existing Hindu law there are many disabilities affecting women in matters like guar-
dianship of children and adoption, inheritance and maintenance, right of buying and'
selling property, Stridhanam and succession etc. It is undoubtedly admitted that
the present law as administered is imperfect and inequitable. It has therefore to be
modified so as to bring it into harmony with modern conditions so that women may
find their rightful'place in society.
Let me close with the earnest hope that situated as we are in the midst of a poli-
ticaTcrisis, we would be able to fulfil the mission of redeeming our country from
subjection' and usher into existence a freer and greater India.
The Gujerat Provincial Women's Conference
ses'sion  of the   Gujerat   Provincial   Women's   Conference, met at
on   tfte\ Sth.   December   1929 amidst great enthusiasm,   Mrs. Inda-
mati Diwan presiding,   A large and representative gathering of ladies of all stations

